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RESEARCH 
INTEREST:   
 

Development and identification of early life history stages of 
eastern Pacific and Indo-Pacific fishes.  La Jolla Fisheries 
Resources Division coastal pelagic fish, squid, and groundfish 
fisheries research, CalCOFI surveys, and anchovy/sardine egg 
staging activities.  Production of planktonic shorefish eggs and 
larvae from coastal waters.  Distributional ecology of early life 
history stages of coastal fishes and squids. 

 
HONORS AND 
AWARDS: 

Honorable Mention Recognition, Outstanding Publications Awards                         
 Subcommittee, Fishery Bulletin, 1991 

Performance Awards — 1992, 1994, 1998, 2000, 2003 
Quality Step Increases — 1993, 1995, 1997 

 
PROFESSIONAL  
AFFILIATIONS:  American Society of Ichthyologists and Herpetologists 
    Western Society of Naturalists 
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2005. A comparison of trends and long-term variability in populations of larvae of 
exploited and unexploited fishes in the southern California region: a community 
approach. Prog. Oceanogr. 67:160–185. 

 
Moser, H. G. and W. Watson. 

 2005. Chapters 38–40 (“Order Myctophiformes”, “Neoscopelidae: Blackchins”, and 
“Myctophidae: Lanternfishes”). Pages 461–579 in W. J. Richards (ed.) Early stages of 
Atlantic fishes: an identification guide for the western central North Atlantic. CRC Press, 
Boca Raton. 2640pp. 

 
Watson, W., H. J. Walker, Jr., D. G. Smith, C. Thacker, and G. P. Owen. 

 2005. Chapter 180. Microdesmidae: Wormfishes. Pages 2089–2103 in W. J. Richards 
(ed.) Early stages of Atlantic fishes: an identification guide for the western central North 
Atlantic. CRC Press, Boca Raton. 2640pp. 

 

 



Watson, W. and H. J. Walker. Jr. 
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Early stages of Atlantic fishes: an identification guide for the western central North 
Atlantic. CRC Press, Boca Raton. 2640pp. 
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southern California.  Calif. Coop. Oceanic Fish. Invest. Rep. 45:113—117. 
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2004. Distributions of larval rockfishes, Sebastes, identified using molecular methods, 
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Coop. Oceanic Fish. Invest. Rep. 45:152—165. 
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139–142.  
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2004. Development of kelp rockfish, Sebastes atrovirens (Jordan and Gilbert 1880) and 
brown rockfish, S. auriculatus (Girard 1854) from birth to pelagic juvenile stage, with 
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and Gilbert 1880) reared in the laboratory (Pisces: Sebastidae). NOAA Professional 
Paper NMFS 3. 30p. 
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1137–1142. 
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crockeri) (Pisces: Normanichthyidae) from the Independencia Bight, Peru.  J. Plankton 
Res. 25(3): 279–290. 
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Robertson, and E. A. Lynn. 

2003. Distributions of planktonic fish eggs and larvae off two State Ecological Reserves 
in the Santa Barbara Channel vicinity, and two nearby islands in the Channel Islands 
National Marine Sanctuary, California.  Calif. Coop. Oceanic Fish. Invest. Rep. 43: 141–
154. 
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 2002. Distributions of planktonic fish eggs and larvae off two state ecological reserves in 
the Santa Barbara Channel vicinity and two nearby islands in the Channel Islands 
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Watson, W. 
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Funes-Rodriguez, R., A. Hinojosa-Medina, R. Avendaño-Ibarra, M. Hernández-Rivas, R. 
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2001.  Spawning of small pelagic fishes in Bahía Magdalena, Baja California Sur, 
Mexico, at the beginning of the 1997–1998 El Niño event.  Estuarine Coastal Shelf Sci. 
53: 653–664. 
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2000.  Blenniidae– Combtooth blennies.  Pages 588–605 In J. M. Leis and B. M. Carson-
Ewart, eds. The larvae of Indo-Pacific coastal fishes.  Fauna Malesiana handbooks, 2. 
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Brill Academic Publishers, Leiden. 
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Ewart, eds. The larvae of Indo-Pacific coastal fishes.  Fauna Malesiana handbooks, 2. 
Brill Academic Publishers, Leiden. 

 
Watson, W. 
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Carson-Ewart, eds. The larvae of Indo-Pacific coastal fishes.  Fauna Malesiana 
handbooks, 2. Brill Academic Publishers, Leiden. 

 
Watson, W. and M. G. Bradbury. 

2000.  Ocgocephalidae– Batfishes.  Pages 126–130 In  J. M. Leis and B. M. Carson-
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Brill Academic Publishers, Leiden. 
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handbooks, 2. Brill Academic Publishers, Leiden. 
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Oceanic Fish. Invest. Rep. 39: 219-235. 
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Trnski (eds.), Larvae of temperate Australian fishes.  Univ. Western Australia Press, 
Nedlands.  474 p. 
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1996.  The early stages of fishes in the California Current region.  CalCOFI Atlas 33,  
1505 p. [Watson author or coauthor of 101 chapters] 
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1993.  Distributional atlas of fish larvae and eggs in the California Current region: Taxa 
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371 p. 
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Kensington.  371 p. 
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1984.  Icosteoidei: Development and relationships. Pages 576-577 in H. G. Moser, W. J. 
Richards, D. M. Cohen, M. P. Fahay, A. W. Kendall, Jr., and S. L. Richardson (eds.), 
Ontogeny and systematics of fishes.  Amer. Soc. Ichthyol. Herpetol. Spec. Publ. No. 1.  
760 p. 
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1984.  Blennioidea: Development and relationships.  Pages 565-573 in H. G. Moser, W. 
J. Richards, D. M. Cohen, M. P. Fahay, A. W. Kendall, Jr., and S. L. Richardson (eds.), 
Ontogeny and systematics of fishes.  Amer. Soc. Ichthyol. Herpetol. Spec. Publ. No. 1.  
760 p. 
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(eds.), Ontogeny and systematics of fishes.  Amer. Soc. Ichthyol. Herpetol. Spec. Publ. 
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1984.  Notothenioidea: Development and relationships.  Pages 561-564 in H. G. Moser, 
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J. Richards, D. M. Cohen, M. P. Fahay, A. W. Kendall, Jr., and S. L. Richardson (eds.), 
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Watson, W. 
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123pp.   

   
Acuña, E. S., R. L. Charter and W. Watson. 

 2005. Ichthyoplankton and station data for surface (manta) and oblique (bongo) plankton 
tows for California Cooperative Oceanic Fisheries Investigations survey cruises in 2003. 
U. S. Dep. Commer., NOAA Tech. Memo. NOAA-TM-NMFS-SWFSC-370. 112pp. 
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